108                     A   LITERARY   MAN'S   POLITICAL   EXPERIENCES
Congress found itself in difficulties, neither the Communist Party
nor other leftist parties had succeeded in striking deep roots among
the people. Ajoy asserted that taking advantage of the political and
ideological vacuum within the Congress and the discontent among the
people, such elements like the DMK, the Jana Sangh, the Akali
Dal and the Ganatantra Parishad were trying to divert the masses
to the reactionary path, the path of destruction.
Ajoy drew attention to progressive aspects in the principles and
policies espoused by the Congress. The resolutions of the Amritsar
Congress referred pointedly to the manner in which hostile forces
that had infiltrated into the government and the Congress were
working to subvert and destroy those progressive plans. I believed
that the Amritsar Congress and Ajoy himself failed to indicate clearly
how exactly the Communist Party should function in such an
environment. As a result, Communists working directly among the
people, in labour unions, and electoral activities, and the local
communist leaders in various communities, tended to act as their
fancy dictated. Sometimes their confused behaviour invited the
ridicule of the people.
I was disappointed that the Amritsar Congress did not come out
in emphatic support of the Congress. It should have highlighted
the progressive principles and plans of the Congress and the threat
posed by reactionaries and the agents of imperialism. It should have
proclaimed that the Communist Party would extend its full support
to the Congress in defence of its progressive plans. I realized that the
leadership of the party was afraid to say so. They feared that those
anti-Congress elements in the party which had been quite powerful
till recently would dub them lackeys of the Congress and cast them
out in the same way as they did in the case of P.C. Joshi.
Nevertheless, when I read the resolutions of the Amritsar Congress,
I could feel that Communists welcomed Nehru's commitment to a
planned economy, nonalignment, and development of the public
sector. The resolutions made me concerned over the dangerous
growth of the forces that sought to subvert those policies. Even
though the Amritsar Congress had failed to issue a call for the
creation of a nationwide front to defend the socialist policies of the
Congress, a reading of the resolutions convinced me at any rate of
the necessity of such a front!